
How to cite this article: Datta A, Mukhida S, Mukherjee S, Korat A, Khan S, Edavaloth P. Covid-19 Vaccine Booster Dose 
and The Indian Scenario: When We Will Have a Fully Immunized Population? Natl J Community Med 2023;14(9):624-625. 
DOI: 10.55489/njcm.140920233171 

 
Copy Right: The Authors retain the copyrights of this article, with first publication rights granted to Medsci Publications. 
 
This is an open access journal, and articles are distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 
(CC BY-SA) 4.0 License, which allows others to remix, adapt, and build upon the work commercially, as long as appropriate 
credit is given, and the new creations are licensed under the identical terms. 
www.njcmindia.com│pISSN09763325│eISSN22296816│Published by Medsci Publications 
 
@2023 National Journal of Community Medicine│Volume 14│Issue 09│September 2023  Page 624 

LETTER TO EDITOR 
 

Covid-19 Vaccine Booster Dose and The  
Indian Scenario: When We Will Have a Fully 
Immunized Population? 
 
Amitesh Datta1, Sahjid Mukhida2, Sundip Mukherjee3, Akash Korat4, Sameena Khan5, 
Preethy Edavaloth6* 

 

 

1,2,3,5,6Dr. D. Y. Patil Medical College, Hospital and Research Centre, Dr. D. Y. Patil Vidyapeeth, Pune, Maharashtra, India 
4Pacific Medical College & Hospital, Girwa, Udaipur, Rajasthan 
 
DOI: 10.55489/njcm.140920233171
 
Keywords: COVID-19, Booster dose, Indian scenario 

A R T I C L E   I N F O 

Financial Support: None declared  
Conflict of Interest: None declared  
Received: 26-06-2023, Accepted: 17-07-2023, Published: 01-09-2023  
*Correspondence: Dr. Preethy Edavaloth (Email: preethi6769@gmail.com) 
 

 

Sir, 

Covid-19 vaccine and its doses for complete protec-
tion are still questionable for everyone.1 To sustain 
the protective level of neutralizing antibodies and 
subsequently herd immunity in the community, re-
ceiving a booster dose of the COVID-19 vaccine is 
necessary, and the success of booster dose programs 
largely depends on public acceptance. Despite the 
impressive initiatives taken by our government, we, 
the people of India, are hesitant, and as a result, the 
coverage of Covid-19 booster dose is low in our na-
tion. 

On January 16, 2021, the COVID-19 vaccine (Cov-
ishield) was introduced in India for healthcare pro-
fessionals, frontline workers, and older people (60 
years or above), and then gradually for other age 
groups in a phased manner.2 Initially, two doses of 
vaccine were recommended with a specific time in-
terval. A year passed, and Covid-19 cases started in-
creasing due to the arrival of the third wave and the 

government introduced a booster dose or precau-
tionary dose (January 2022) for healthcare profes-
sionals, frontline workers, and the above 60 aged 
population. Later it was available for the common 
people too.3 Prior to the development of Covid vac-
cines we humans were obsessed about it. We fol-
lowed it after its initial introduction because it was 
the sole tool available to combat Covid-19 infec-
tions.4 But when the booster dose was introduced 
and we started dreaming of a fully immunized na-
tion, the entire scenario changed5 and we showed 
our attitude of “Delay in acceptance or refusal of vac-
cines despite availability of vaccine services”, so-
called “Vaccine Hesitancy”.1 

As per government data updated on 1st March 2023, 
almost 70% of the total nation’s population (above 
952 million Indian citizens) were vaccinated with 
two doses of the COVID-19 vaccine, while 16% re-
ceived the booster dose. And more interestingly, only 
24% of the population who already received two 



Datta A et al. 

National Journal of Community Medicine│Volume 14│Issue 09│September 2023  Page 625 

doses of vaccine approached for a booster dose.6 It’s 
a clear indication, that our desire for the Covid-19 
vaccine has declined dramatically. It may be due to 
lack of awareness regarding the booster dose, mis-
trust over the effectiveness, worries regarding side 
effects, and concern about the safety of the vaccine. 
Another reason could be the overconfidence in our 
own immunity. But the game is not over, there are 
several studies that have documented SARS-CoV-2 
vaccine breakthrough infection.7 

The vaccination drive will continue and booster dose 
coverage statistics may change in the future. Howev-
er, it is a matter of concern that less than only one-
fourth population of our nation was covered after 
one year of the booster dose policy being imple-
mented.  During the second and third waves, public 
places, organizations, and transportation were re-
stricted for unvaccinated people.8 As a result, an ur-
gency was noticed for the first two doses of Covid-19 
vaccine. But gradually restriction was removed and 
we lost our interest in booster dose and also learned 
to live with the virus. 

To sum up, we would like to suggest that, by spread-
ing the truth about the protective benefits of booster 
dose immunization, enforcing laws, and making vac-
cination simple and affordable, the vaccine-averse 
population may be persuaded to accept vaccinations 
like Covid-19 booster dose. Very recently (June 20, 
2023), India developed “GEMCOVAC-OM”, an Omi-
cron-specific thermostable mRNA-based booster 
vaccine, which may be a new “ray of hope” in booster 
dose vaccination drive.9 There is also a need for more 
aggressive campaigns and promotions regarding the 
booster dose benefits to achieve a fully vaccinated 
population. 
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