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Plagiarism is a serious issue in the field of biomedical 
research, as it undermines the integrity of the scien-
tific process and can lead to the dissemination of in-
accurate or misleading information. To avoid plagia-
rism in biomedical research, it is important for re-
searchers to understand what plagiarism is and how 
to properly cite and reference sources. 

Plagiarism is defined as the act of using someone 
else's work or ideas without giving them proper 
credit. This can include reproducing text, data, or fig-
ures from a source without citation, or paraphrasing 
a source without providing a citation. In the field of 
biomedical research, plagiarism can have serious 
consequences, including loss of credibility, retraction 
of articles, and damage to the reputation of the re-
searcher and their institution. 

To avoid plagiarism in biomedical research, it is es-
sential for researchers to understand the proper way 
to cite and reference sources. This includes using 
proper citation formats, such as the American Medi-
cal Association (AMA) or Vancouver style, and 
providing complete and accurate information about 
the source. For example, when citing a journal article, 

it is important to provide the author's name, the title 
of the article, the journal name, the volume and issue 
number, and the publication date. 

In addition to understanding proper citation formats, 
researchers should also be familiar with the different 
types of plagiarism. Common types of plagiarism in-
clude: 

 Direct plagiarism: this is the most straightforward 
form of plagiarism, and involves copying text, da-
ta, or figures directly from a source without cita-
tion. 

 Mosaic plagiarism: this type of plagiarism in-
volves paraphrasing or rewording a source, but 
not providing a citation. 

 Self-plagiarism: this type of plagiarism involves 
reusing text, data, or figures from your own pre-
vious work without citation. 

 Auto-plagiarism (Duplicate publication): this type 
of plagiarism occurs when a researcher submits 
the same paper to multiple journals or confer-
ences without disclosing it. 
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To avoid these types of plagiarism, researchers 
should take certain steps. Researcher should always 
read and understand the source material before us-
ing it in the research. Plagiarism checking tools are 
very useful to check the work for plagiarism. Re-
searcher should use proper citation formats, and 
make sure to provide complete and accurate infor-
mation about the source. Paraphrase and summarize 
sources in one’s own words, and always provide a ci-
tation. When in doubt, always err on the side of cau-
tion and provide a citation. 

Author may find details of plagiarism on the follow-
ing link. 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC40
35147/ 

 

The NJCM Policy On Plagiarism and  
Duplicate Publication 

Office of Research Integrity (ORI) define plagiarism 
as, "theft or misappropriation of intellectual property 
and the substantial unattributed textual copying of 
another's work". It is an act of copying text, or results 
without proper citation of the original author.  

The most straightforward form of plagiarism is 
called Direct plagiarism which involves copying text, 
data, or figures directly from a source without cita-
tion. When author copies text from various authors 
and rearranges them without citing the original 
source, it is called "patchwork" plagiarism. Mosaic 
plagiarism involves paraphrasing or rewording a 
source without citing the original source.  

Such manuscripts would not be considered for publi-
cation in the NJCM. In case of paraphrasing and 
summarizing the work of others, author must ensure 
appropriate citation. While using copyrighted fig-
ures, the author must provide documentation of 
permission to re-use the figure at the time of submis-
sion. 

Reuse of text data, or figures from an author's own 
previous work without citation is a form of self-
plagiarism. This might vary from publishing the same 
work in various publications to adding little new in-
formation to a previously published study. In such 
case too, appropriate attribution and citation is nec-
essary to avoid perception of unique contribution for 
the reader. 

Auto-plagiarism or duplicate publication occurs 
when an author submits the same paper to multiple 
journals without disclosing it. Manuscript sent to the 
NJCM must be original and must not have been pub-
lished before or be sent to another publication at the 
same time. If the author’s similar work or part of it 
has already been submitted, accepted, or published 
in another journal, the author must specify the de-
tails of it in the covering letter at the time of submis-
sion. Consideration by the journal is possible if the 
main result, conclusion, or implications are not simi-
lar or it is published in a language other than English. 

Any research published as part of an academic thesis 
that has been published according to the require-
ments of the institution awarding the qualification 
will be considered for submission in the journal. 

The submission of manuscripts for peer review is 
contingent upon the author ensuring that any previ-
ously published or unpublished data used in the 
work have been suitably credited, cited, and that the 
necessary permissions have been obtained. The 
journal editors consider all material in good faith and 
believe that their journals have full permission to 
publish every part of the submitted material, includ-
ing illustrations. When citing licenced data, authors 
are required to provide a written assurance that they 
are acting in accordance with the data-licensing 
agreements established by the data's creators. 

In case of any type of plagiarism, the editors of the 
journal evaluate each of these cases on individual 
merits and decide further action. When plagiarism is 
discovered post publication, the original publication 
will be corrected or retracted, depending on the 
overall integrity of the published study. 

 


